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or that of Seneca, recorded by Saint Augustine, according to
which " the manners and customs of this vile race are already
implanted in every land, so that the vanquished have imposed
their laws on the victors." x Similarly, we may recall in this
connexion the confused but significant list of peoples in Acts
ii. 9-11 : " Parfhians and Medes and Edomites and the dwellers in
Mesopotamia, Judcea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Lybia about Cyrene,
sojourners from Rome both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabians" z
The description of this geographical expansion has been
supplemented by the evidence of literary and epigraphic sources.
Naturally, it is impossible to arrive at complete certainty, but
the resultant impression is that the passages quoted are but
exaggerating what was more or less the truth.
Thus, it is possible to state that, from the first century b.c.
Jews were to be found in most of the provinces of the Roman
Empire, especially in those which surrounded the Mediterranean,
or bordered on the Black Sea. In Armenia, for instance, the
upper classes traced their descent to Biblical characters.3 To
the east of Palestine, beyond Syria, Jewish colonies grew up on
a large scale throughout Babylonia, Mesopotamia and Media.
They were also plentiful in Syria and Egypt (where they had
settled in all the nomes as far as Upper Egypt),4 in Rome and in
the provinces of Asia Minor.5 Throughout the whole of the
west and in Africa, with the exception of Cyrenaica, they were
far more sparsely scattered.6
This widespread dispersion of the emigrants does not imply
a small handful of scattered settlers. On the contrary, certain
communities seem to have been very well populated: the race
was prolific. No doubt, we need not take too literally the state-
ment of Philo that throughout the Diaspora the Jewish nation
bid fair to equal the native population in number,7 so that they
would have comprised half of the human race.8 Nevertheless,
1	Civ. Dei, vii, 11.
2	The passage has been compared with the letter of Agrippa to
Caligula (apud Philo, Leg., 36), which likewise enumerates the countries
where Jews were to be found.    The two lists resemble each other.
3	XLVII, i, 199, n. 2.
4	LXXV, iii, 499 ; CCCVHI, 192.—Philo, In Flac., 6, says that between
Catabathmos in Lybia and the frontiers of Ethiopia there dwelt a million
Jews.
5	Philo, Leg., 3S.
8 CCCXX3I, i, 2 ff.9 where it is observed that there is no mention of the
West either in the passage of Acts or in the letter of Agrippa.
7 Philo, Vita Mos., ii, 27.	» Philo, Leg., 81.

